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Age
Duration
Symptoms
First affected group
Primary focus
Past history
Family history
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Acute lymphadenitis can occur at any age.
Tuberculous lymphadenopathy & syphilis occur
at young age.
Primary malignant lymphomas occur at young
age.
Secondary malignant (metastatic)
lymphadenopathy occurs in old age.
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Short in acute lymphadenitis.
Long in chronic lymphadenitis, eg tuberculosis.
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Swelling
Pain

painful in both acute & chronic lymphadenitis.
painless in syphilis, primary malignant lymphomas
& secondary carcinoma.
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Fever
Evening fever in tuberculosis.
In filariasis a periodic fever (esp. during the full or
new moon) is common.
In Hodgkin’s disease intermittent bouts of
remittent fever.

Loss of appetite & weight
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Pressure effects
Swelling of face & neck

due to enlarged superior mediastinal nodes or nodes at
the root of neck.

Edema & venous congestion of lower limbs
Due to enlarged retroperitoneal & para-aortic nodes.

Dyspnea in enlarged mediastinal nodes.
Dysphagia when esophagus is compressed.
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Cervical lymph nodes first affected in many
cases of hodgkin’s disease, & tuberculosis.

Inguinal lymph nodes first affected in filariasis, &
lymphogranuloma inguinale.
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Enquire about the symptoms in the drainage area
of lymph nodes.

An insignificant abrasion or inflammation in the
drainage area may lead to lymphadenitis.
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m~±²=¦§±²°·
enlarged cervical nodes in past tuberculosis
(cervical node or lung).
enlarged iliac nodes in recurrent penile or
testicular carcinoma.
Enlarged epi-trochlear & suboccipital nodes may
occur in the secondary stage of syphilis.
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Sometimes tuberculosis runs in families.
Lymphosarcoma & lymphomas have also familial
tendency.
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Swellings

Site, size, shape,
surface, edge,
overlying skin,
pulsation,
cough impulse,
number, &
pressure effect.
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m~ª®~²§¬
temperature, tenderness,
site, size, shape,
surface, edge,
consistency,
fluctuation, translucency,
cough impulse, reducibility,
compressibility, pulsatility, &
mobility.
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